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PART TWO: THE 1400SERIES KITS
By Ray Breyer
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CAD art of the new model, courtesy of Accuralil

Inthefirstpart T £ OEEO OAOEAO upcodityd30Rsdriedkits foAalNOWD Yo ik Cénttadesigned short
boxcar. This installment deals with thel400-serieskits, which share the same body as the 1308eriesbut feature a
different underframe. Instead of large fishbelly steel center sills, the 1400s will come witt66 -channel,straight

steel center sills.The basemodel represents agenerally newer car than the 1910designed NYC boxcar. As such it was
intro duced just before the railroad industry fully embraced larger 4€foot long boxcars, sdhis short car typewas

built in smaller numbers than other cars of thiskit series. But the basic modedk also more useful for a larg@umber

of road names, since manyailroads were buying moderntechnology short boxcars in the haldecade leading up to
World War I. The modelwill alsobe usefulto represent alkwood boxcars rebuilt in the mid-1920s with steel endsand
roofs, as well alder cars rebuilt with new steel underframes and trussrods, a common modificatiofor that period
OE A 08 Galwhys bverodked by modelers.

THE 1400-SERIES KITS:

DL&W

AC&F Photo, Al Westerfield collection

Accurail has announced eleven models in the initial release of tid00-series kits. As with all of their other car
offerings, the releases include undecorated (#1400), and two cars painted with dimensional data only (#1498,
mineral red, and #1499, oxide red). Thd400 seriesalso includes nine different road nhames.Most of theseannounced
kits do represent actual prototypes, so the kits should bacceptableout of the box, so lon@gs you pay attention to
what era the paint schemes represent!
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http://designbuildop.hansmanns.org/2016/02/25/prototype-data-files-pt-1/
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1300.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1400.htm

1401: DENVER & RIO GRANDE WESTERN

D&RgGy

63383

CAFY 50000
WOT 44300
Wi nse

Western RailwayMuseum photo AC&F Photo Al Westerfleld collectlon

Starting with these Rio Grande caris agood example of how thanodels accurately represent the prototype, in a

certain context. The models best represent DRGW 6200063499, which were built by ACF in 1909with all-wood

bodies, early Hutchins steel roofsand a steel underframe. In 192@he D&RGW rebuilt the cars with new doors, new
roofs, and 7/7 inward rib steel ends (the cars also had their archbarucks replaced with cast steel ones, most likely

at thetime of rebuilding). So while these cars werebuilt well before World War |, this specific Accurail offering is best
for modelers of the post1925 period. The cars themselves lasted a long time: there were siill433 in 1930, and

1,000 at the beginning of WWII. Their numbers drop dramatically during the war, until the were only 225 left in

1945 Some cars were sold to théJ.SArmy, and other were assigned to subsidiary D&Sh O OEAU x AOA1
By 1950the group was down to 15 cars, whiclsomehow survived the Kbrake ban butwere all retired by the end of
1958.3 AOAOAT AT UAT AAOO OOOOEOAA ET OEA 2EI ' OAT AARAGO -1/
around the West.

i/ 1T A 11 OAfd, bl @bidpossiblé)tAat any of thesecar§ | O OEA 2GOPADATIARGOAPET C

1402: NEW HAVEN
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Both hotos Ted Culotta collection

The New Haven boxcar roster from the 191-5945 period is ajumbled messof several car groups andenumberings,
suited for a New Haven modelThe NH began building 37oot long (outside) boxcarsin 1903, and builtabout 20,000
generally similar cars through 1912 Besides a couple of thousand cars with fishbelly side sills, most were-atbod

bodied with straight steel sill underframes. The NH began rebuilding these cars in theid-1920s with steel roofs and
composite ends, and inthe late 1920swith Dreadnaught ends and Youngstowsteeldoors. The last 35 of these cars
dropped off the NHrevenue roster around 19531954, with some cars surviving in the MOW fleet into the 1980s.

In general, the asbuilt cars can be represented by AAOOAEIT 6 O Ga@idsikits Bt tansfprningta 1400-
series kit into an accurate Depressioh OA . ( AT gAAO DBOT AAAT U EOT 60 x1 OOE OF
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1403: CHESAPEAKE & OHIO

o

AC&FPhoto, Al Westerfieldollection C&OHS Collection
"AEI OA 77)h OEA #EAOADPAAEA O /EET 80 Al @AAO ebthdglallx AO
wood boxcars. During the war the USRA allocated 1,000-4@ot single sheathed boxcars to the railroad. ThE&O

must not have liked these (at the time) large, progressivelpuilt boxcars, and in 1923 took a step backwards in

boxcar development, ordering 2,370 37foot long, double sheathed cars from AC&F. The order was broken up into
three types of cars: plain loxcars, auto carriers, and ventilated boxcars. All of the cars shared the same general
underframe and body design featuresgiving them a family lookBy 1925 the C&O was building 4€foot cars, and by
1930 all-steel boxcars, so thig6-foot cardesign never went any @irther than these 2,300 cars. The C&O thought
enough of the design that thg rebuilt them in the mid-1930s, with most of the ventilated carsdowngraded to plain
boxcars, and most of the group eceiving radial roofs and Youngstown doors.

The group stayed rdatively intact through WWII, with 1,850 cars in 1945. With the absorption of the Pere Marquette
and their large boxcar fleet in 1947 these short boxcars were no longer needed, and they were retired quickly. By
1951 the group was down to 275 cars, mainlyentilated boxcars, and they were gone by 1955. The C&O did keep a

I AOCA 101 AAO T &£ GEAI AOI OT A ET -17 OAOOGEAARh EI xAOAON

The Accurail model best represents the abuilt 84730-86499 series XMs before the bulk of them were rebuilt in the
1930s. A few stragglers did make it through WWII without Youngstown doors, andany of the rebuildssurvived
without the radial roofs. As these specific cars may well never be maderimodel form it should be passible to mimic
the rebuilds by sanding the casbn wood door down and overlaying a Youngstowdoor.

1404: DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN

Yo

D. L. & W Lackawanna

Railroad
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The DL&Wowned a large roster of doublesheathed boxcars, and went through a logal progression of updating their
OAI A CAT AOAT OOUI A T &£ AAO &I O OAOGAOAT AAAAAAO8 " U powr
fleet and stuck with it for over 20 years. Although they began buying 4fdot long automobile cars aroum 1910, the
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buildin g cars with steel roofs and 7/7 inward rib steel ends. By early 1922 and their final order for short boxcars the
road had built 3,800 of them. The DL&Whever rebuilt these cars in any significant way, but they did stay on the roster
for a long time. By 194 the fleet was down to 1,440 cars, and by 1950 to 500. But by the time of the Eti@ackawanna
merger in 1960 there were still 14 of them on thaevenue roster,all 43500-43999 series carsmostx AAOET ¢ 00
31717 x6 1.AOOAOQET C

'O OEEO OEiIi A EOBO O1 Al AAO AO Oi xEEAE DAET O OAEAI A 1 A
match for prototype DL&W boxcars, and they wore several differenpaint schemes over their 50 years of service.

1405: LEHIGH & HUDSON RIVER

e

The L&HR, being a smatioaloriented OAE 1 O1 AnAdu a latBfhdn@euBe boxcars. They bought5 cars in their
2101-2175 series in September 1907, and kept then until the end of 1953, when the last two dropped off the roster.

As they were theonly boxcars rostered by the L&Hbetween 1909 and the early 1960sthey were rebuilt several

times, including with new steel roofs and corrugated steel ends in the late 1920s. The cast steel sideframe trucks came

many years later.The car pictured above was in M@ service in the 1960s, so diesedra L&HR modelers can use a
few of these cars too.

1406: NORFOLK & WESTERN

4EEO EO A O1 OOnNRWEBIAlAss boxcdr whichA ie8 coinr@odh énoulgh, and thand the similar BH class
cars ran through the late1940s. Originally built starting in 1904, the N&W rebuilt many of the 3,100 caris these
classes at various times in their lives. Sadly, the N&W did so with a huge array of different roofs, door hardware, and
AT A OAOEAOQOEIT T Oh AT A e&dfds of &/Hixh € dok whél Bort & Aplrade. 0o datd, th@ is the only
PDET O1T ) 68 OA AAAT-cladshbxéar vitth stedEErdsA which sdems td have received in the riifi30s.
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modeler stock up on a couple of these and several of the 1888ries kits, which more accuratelydepict the bulk of the

Bl and BH classes.

1407: BOSTON & MAINE
=z | Yacd e \:}_':, B

Both photos: Boston & Maine Railroad Historical ociety oIIecﬁons

As with many other cars in this series, the Boston & Maine boxcars that resemble the 14€¥Yies kits were all

rebuilds. Between 1908 and 1913 the BE& built 3,720 boxcarswith all-wood bodies and steel underframesMost of

these cars were rebuiltin the 1920s, with all of them receiving new Murphy-style steel roofs andabout half receiving

7/7 outward rib corrugated ends. The cars ufized a large variety of truck types scattered all over the number series,

and many of the rebuilds keptheir Fox trucks to retirement. 265 of the steelended rebuildswere still on the revenue
roster in 1945, but by 1948 d had been retired. Justundeg, mmt T £ OEA AAOO xAOA AT T OAO(
maintenance of way roster, and a couple did survive into the 198 (and at least one car survives in a museum in
Vermont).

"AAAOOA 1T £ OEA AT AO j1 OOEAOGh 11 O dhtlylagek €xpsed stekl sidelsilsAtidisO A
isastandET [ T AAT 8 ) OdnbowhverfaAdisihde ®wodl®tAke gacrificing resin car parts to get correct
ends, should be acceapble for anyone needing one omore B&M boxcars.

1408: DENVER & SALTLAKE

The Denver & Salt Lake railroad was bought by the D&RGW in 1931, which is where this boxcar came from. In the
mid-1930s the D&RGW assigned an unknown number 62000-series cars to the D&L to replace tkat road® own
ageing boxcas. The cars lasted in D&SL service until 1947, when the railroad was formally absorbed by the Rio
Grande. Thdast D&Sl-lettered 62000 dropped off the ORER by Decembéi951.
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MoreheadState Universiy collection

The Morehead & North Fork railroad was a four mile long shortline in Kentucky, whose main claim to fame was being
one of the last common carrier railroads in the United States to run steam (only dieselizing in July 1963). The

rAET OT AABO ET 1T A O1 AA ithdékdlikd thsAing@ exvéhidaled iibEchr Wi thd dnkk box they ever
owned. The car is most likely an exC&O boxcar, since thatad was their only connection to the outside world. The

car sits rotting awayin Moreheadas of 2016.

OTHER PROTOTYPE ROAD NAMES

With so many of this kind of boxcabeing built between 1905 and 1924, and with so many tauilds not readily

AT AOI AT OAAR OEAOABO 11 xAU OE A Gehlantl Bv@rQ gossible rAall hame thabdan b@ |
added to these kits. With quality photo archives being added online every year, and with more people digging through
those archives, more possibilities will crop up from time to time. Here are a coupbf prototypes that the initial

release hasnissed.

ILLINOIS NORTHERN
. N.

LINT 62800
= LI 42100 ' CHIG. SR

The lllinois Northern was a Chicaggh OAA OxEOAEET C OAEI| Offeighh dars.AMhéeh théymid bug O 1 |
equipment, they usually went to local reseller Hyman EAEAAT O O1 AOU OOAA ANOGEDI AT G
from, which look to be former C&O 84736series boxcars. The IN bought them immediately after WWII, and the 51

cars ofthe 1600-1699 series lasted to 1954. The Youngstown steel doors are an issue if you want to use a 14é&@es

kit as a starting point, as is the radial roof.
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Ted Culotta collection

The Louisville & Nashville, on the other hand, was a large railroad Wwithousands of boxcars on their roster. Like

most large railroads they updated and rebuilt their older freight cars to increase their useful lives&N 11289, shown

here in mid-1947, was built in 1911 with a straight steel sill underframe, but with wood eds. The car was rebuilt

with corrugated steel ends in the late 1920s. Almost all of the cars of the 10000999 series survived WWII intact,

AOO All xAOA 1T &£#& OEA , 0.80 O1I OOAO AU OEA AT A 1T £ pwurt3s8

KITBASHING POTENTIAL

This specific Accurall kit offers usseveral interesting kitbashing and car modifying opportunities that the 1306series
EEOO AT 1108 4EA OOOAECEO OOAAI AAT OAO OEI 1 O1 AAOEOAI
1 AOCA OAT CA 1T £ AAOO8 nakRyA@doveralh ik With Dis dord ok vndedrante Fout therdvi@re
more batches of smaller groups of carsllowing us to model a wider variety of carsMore importantly, the straight sill
underframe can also be modified with trussrods, adding a hugaeumber of usually overlooked 1920s and 1930s

boxcars to the list of possibilitiesSome of the kitbashesvill be fairly straightforward, while oth ers are definitely

challenges.

AC&FPhoto, Al Westerfield collection C&OHS Collection

These first two cars fall into the simple category. Add a second door to a basic 140A OEAO EEOh AT A U
decentstandET O A&l O OEA #8429&&iesmutaboxdarspoo tireir 500 865086999 series ventilated
boxcars. The ventilated cars were the last short boxcars to run in revenue service for the C&@h the remaining 100
carscoming off the rosterin 19544 OOAh TT T A 1T &£ OEA #Q/ EEOAGAOEA® AISKHBOA
notched cornerh AOO O1T OEl OT 1T AT T A OOAPO Obp AT A OATI AAOCAGswWAIT 1
work well enough.
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