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PART ONE: THE 1300-SERIES KITS 

By Ray Breyer 
ɉÁÌÌ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÎÏÔÅÄɊ 

 

CAD art of the new model, courtesy of Accurail 

In November 2015, at Trainfest in Milwaukee, Accurail announced a brand new boxcar model to be released in 

late 2016. The model is welcome news to anyone modeling North American railroads in the 1900-1950 period, 

as the model is of an extremely ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÐÒÏÔÏÔÙÐÅȢ !Ó Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÆÉÎÅÌÙ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ËÉÔ ÍÏÌÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÔÙÒÅÎÅȟ ÉÔȭÌÌ ÂÅ 

the first time ever ÔÈÁÔ Á ȰÍÏÄÅÒÎȱ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÂÏØÃÁÒ ÈÁÓ ÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÂÕÔ ÒÅÓÉÎ ɉ,Á"ÅÌÌÅ ×ÏÏÄ ËÉÔÓ 

and the old Roundhouse short boxcars are all of older, all-wood prototypes not really suitable for the post-1928 

wood underframe ban period and generally reflect pre-1905 built prototypes). 

Since this is a model of an older prototype, some modelers are wondering if the car will be suitable to run on 

their layouts. Other modelers question the era-appropriateness of !ÃÃÕÒÁÉÌȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ-announced road names 

and paint schemes. This PDF data sheet is the first of a series to cover these models and to answer some of those 

questions 

Accurail has announced four variations of this new model: 

¶ 1300-series: steel roof, steel ends, fishbelly center sill underframe 

¶ 1400-series: steel roof, steel ends, straight center sill underframe 

¶ 1700-series: steel roof, wood ends, fishbelly center sill underframe 

¶ 1800-series: steel roof, wood ends, straight center sill underframe 

Since this is an affordable, mass-produced plastic model utilizing as many common parts as possible, there will 

naturally be some compromises in the detailing. Straight out of the box none of these four versions will be 100% 

right ; all modeling requires some forms of compromise. However, none of them will be 100% wrong either, and 

each of the four variants will be appropriate for several prototype cars that were built and used in large 

numbers before and after World War I.  

)ȭÌÌ ÌÅÁÖÅ Á ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ actual models for ÏÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ released, and will only look at the different 

versions of the four base models and how they might ÓÔÁÃË ÕÐ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ !ÃÃÕÒÁÉÌȭÓ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÒÏÁÄ ÎÁÍÅÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ 

first installm ent will focus on the 1300-series kits, with the others coming in future posts. 

 

http://www.accurail.com/accurail/index.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1300.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1400.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1700.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1800.htm
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THE 1300-SERIES KITS: 

 
NKP 10580 in Conneaut, OH, circa 1949.  Howard Ameling collection. 

 

This is the base line model for the series. Out of the box the 1300s should be the most useful version of the four 

kits for the largest group of modelers, since they represents a modern technology, ÓÈÏÒÔ ÂÏØÃÁÒ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÕÓÁÂÌÅ for 

the longest period of time. With a steel roof (Murphy or Hutchins, not Chicago-Cleveland), large fishbelly center 

ÓÉÌÌ ÕÎÄÅÒÆÒÁÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ χȾχ ȰÉÎ×ÁÒÄȱ ÒÉÂ ÓÔÅÅÌ ÅÎÄÓȟ ÔÈÅ ρσππ-series models represent tens of thousands of boxcars 

buil t or rebuilt  between 1914 and 1929. Many of these cars ran in revenue service into the 1950s, and as M-O-W 

cars well into the 1970s. 4ÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÃÁÒ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÏÒË #ÅÎÔÒÁÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭt think of this as strictly an 

Eastern region car. 

Accurail has announced thirteen paint schemes for the initial run of the 1300-series kits. #1300 will be 

undecorated, while #1398 will be pre-painted mineral red with dimensional data, and #1399 will be oxide red 

with dimensional data. Ten other cars will come full decorated. 

1301: NEW YORK CENTRAL 

 
A NYC short boxcar built to their new standard by Ryan Car Co., 1922. 

 

http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1300.htm


Page 3 of 14 
  

Since the 1300-series models are the baseline for this kit series and are based on a New York Central prototype, 

we might as well start here. The NYC built around 8,400 new boxcars to this general design between 1914 and 

1917. They also rebuilt close to another 25,000 cars to this basic configuration. The NYC&HR began developing 

steel components for their basic boxcars early in the 20th Century: by 1909, Hutchins roofs, corrugated steel 

ends, and steel underframes were standard elements for all NYC Lines boxcars.   

 
NYC&HR 100145, a one-ÏÆ ÐÒÏÔÏÔÙÐÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ .9#ȭÓ %ÁÓÔ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ 3ÈÏÐÓ ÉÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ υύυφȢ  

 
)Î ÌÁÔÅ ρωρςȟ ÔÈÅ .9#ȭÓ %ÁÓÔ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ ÃÁÒ ÓÈÏÐÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÁÒȟ NYC&HR 100145. This car set the 

standard for all future short boxcars on the NYC, which began rebuilding as many of their older cars 

ɉÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ !ÃÃÕÒÁÉÌȭÓ ρχππ-series kits) as possible. Any all-new boxcars were also built to this design, 

starting with lot 309-B (CCC&StL 54000-55499). The New York Central stopped ordering new-built short 

boxcars in 1917. Their  car rebuilding program started in 1910, paused for the USRA years, and then started 

again between 1922 and 1929. By the end of the rebuilding program the New York Central had rebuilt 15,000 to 

20,000 of their freight cars to match NYC&HR 100145, including plain and automobile boxcars. They had also 

ÒÅÂÕÉÌÔ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÃÁÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔ ÓÔÅÅÌ ÕÎÄÅÒÆÒÁÍÅÓ ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ )ȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÒÅÖÉÅ× !ÃÃÕÒÁÉÌȭÓ 

1800-series kits). 

4ÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .9#ȭÓ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÂÏØÃÁÒÓ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÏÆÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÏÓÔÅÒ by 1952 due to a combination of age and 

obsolescence. A few of these short boxcars soldiered on in maintenance of way service for several more decades, 

with the last of them finally being scrapped in the late 1970s (under Conrail!). 
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1302: NICKEL PLATE ROAD 

 
.+0 υτϊύύȟ ÎÅ× ÂÕÉÌÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !#&ȭÓ 3ÔȢ ,ÏÕÉÓ ÓÈÏÐÓ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ υύυϊȢ .ÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÉÃËÅÌ 0ÌÁÔÅ 2ÏÁÄȱ  

slogan/nickname, which would only be added to their freight cars after 1918.       !#& ÂÕÉÌÄÅÒȭÓ ÐÈÏÔÏȟ !Ì 7ÅÓÔÅÒÆÉÅÌÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
  

 
From 1881 to early 1916, the Nickel Plate Road was part of the NYC Lines. Most of their equipment of that 

period (and generally up to the formation of the Van Sweringen-era AMC in 1929) was built to standard NYC 

designs. That included 1,000 boxcars ordered just before the NYC sold off the NKP. These cars, along with 

another 750 identical boxcars acquired when the NKP bought the Lake Erie & Western in 1922, became the 

standard NKP general-service boxcar well through the 1930s. The last of the revenue cars were retired in 1950, 

but the cars were too useful to scrap: the NKP converted 35 of them into L.C.L. rider cars in the 1930s, another 

57 into cabooses during WWII, and kept over 200 around for M.O.W. service. The cabooses were retired by the 

N&W in the mid-1970s, and the last of the MOW cars were retired by the early 1980s. 

  

  

One basic car, many faces: a former LE&W car in ÔÈÅ .+0ȭÓ υύυό-1935 standard boxcar paint scheme, a 1942-rebuilt caboose 

in N&W service in the 1970s, a firefighting service and MOW bunk car.    All Photos J. Anthony Koester collection. 
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1303: MISSOURI PACIFIC 

 
Ted Culotta collection 

 

In the list of initial Accurail releases, there are two paint schemes that can be classified as stand-ins: MP and 

S&A. To be fair, both railroads did have boxcars that were generally similar to the base model and which share 

the same gross detailing similarities (the ends, roof and underframe are all related designs).  Of these two the 

MP cars are actually pretty close to the NYC cars dimensionally, and only differ in some details, mainly the fascia 

along the roof. 

The Missouri Pacific had a large and varied boxcar fleet through the 1960s, and short boxcars made up an 

important part of that mix. The road had several styles of short boxcars including modern ones built in the mid-

1920s. Cars 120000-120849 were built in 1926, cars 120850-121149 in 1927, and 121150-121749 in 1928. 

4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ Ô×Ï ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ σψȭσȱ ÌÏÎÇ outside and only differed in their steel ends: the 120000s having 

7/7 inward  ends and the 120850s having early Dreadnaught. The 121150s were a foot longer but otherwise 

similar. So in general, the new AccurÁÉÌ ÂÏØÃÁÒ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ψϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -0ȭÓ ρωσπÓ ÁÎÄ ρωτπÓ ÂÏØÃÁÒ 

fleet. They best represent the 120000-120849s, which is good news for modelers in general: of the three car 

types, they stuck around the longest, with 700 cars in 1945, 406 in 1950, and 234 cars in 1959 (still 1% of the 

-0ȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÂÏØÃÁÒÓɊȢ 

1304: CANADIAN PACIFIC 

 
John Nehrich collection 

 
Canadian railroads were generally known for their huge numbers of short Dominion (or Fowler) single 

sheathed boxcars, but they were still building double sheathed cars well into the 1920s. Someone in the 

#ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ 0ÁÃÉÆÉÃȭÓ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÓȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÁÔ 

some time between 1924 and 1926, they bought 1,300 almost identical copies of the NYC short boxcar design. 

Cars 215000-ςρφςωω ×ÅÒÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #0ȭÓ ÂÏØÃÁÒ ÆÌÅÅÔ ɉÏÎÌÙ ςϷ ÉÎ ρωσπɊȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÉÃÅ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× 



Page 6 of 14 
  

these models will match a Canadian prototype car and are available. These CP boxcars lasted a long time: 1,041 

were still on the roster in 1945. Their numbers shrank rapidly after that, but seven of these cars were still listed 

in the 1959 ORER.  As with any Canadian boxcar, remember to add stirrups to the end ladders. 

1305: LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE 

 
MtȢ 6ÅÒÎÏÎ #ÁÒ #ÏȢ ÂÕÉÌÄÅÒȭÓ ÐÈÏÔÏ 

 

For some odd reason the Louisville & Nashville, one of the largest railroads in North America, tends to be 

overlooked by modelersȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÒÅÁÌ ÓÈÁÍÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ it had a varied freight roster, ran all through the South 

and into the Midwest, hauled every commodity imaginable, and had a very attractive steam fleet. Thankfully, 

this new Accurail model will go a long way towards introducing modelers to L&N freight equipment, since 

model #1305 does a good job representing a very important car on their roster.  

The L&N bought 3,000 boxcars in 1921 that were essentially clones of the NYC design. Cars 8000-8999 were 

built by ACF, while cars 10000-11999 were built by Mt. Vernon. Due to a combination of general age and wear, 

ÔÈÅÓÅ σȟπππ ÃÁÒÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ρςϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,Ǫ.ȭÓ ÂÏØÃÁÒ ÆÌÅÅÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÂÕÉÌÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÂÙ ρωτω ÃÌÉÍÂÅÄ ÔÏ 

almost 19% of the roster. Unfortunately, the general economic recessions of the late 1940s, coupled with the 

looming K brake ban of 1954 spelled the end for these cars. The January 1955 ORER only shows one car, 

number 8769, still on the roster.  

1306: BOSTON & ALBANY 

 
!#& ÂÕÉÌÄÅÒȭÓ ÐÈÏÔÏȟ !Ì 7ÅÓÔÅÒÆÉÅÌÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

 


