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PART ONE: THE 1300SERIES KITS
By Ray Breyer
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CAD art of the new model, courtesy of Accurail

In November 2015 at Trainfest in Milwaukee Accurail announced a brand new boxcar modeb be released in

late 2016. The model is welcome news to anyone modeling North Anmesn railroads in the 19001950 period,

as the model is of anextremelA T I 1 1T DBOT 61 OUPA8 ' O A OEIi i Ah AOO EEI /
the firsttime ever OEAO A Oi 1 AAOT 6 OEI OO0 Ai gAAO EAO AOAO AAAT i
and the old Roundhouseshort boxcars are all of older, allwood prototypes not really suitable for the post1928

wood underframe ban periodand generally reflect pre1905 built prototypes).

Since thisis a model of an older prototype somemodelers are wonderingif the car will be auitable to run on

and paint schemesThis PDF data sheet is the first of a series to cover these models and to answer some of those
guestions

Accural has announced four variations of this new model:

1300-series: steel roof, steel ends, fishbellgenter sill underframe

1400-series steelroof, steel ends, straight center sill underframe
1700-series steel roof, wood ends, fishbellgenter sill underframe
1800-series: steel oof, wood ends, straight center sill underframe
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Since this is an affordable, masgroduced plastic model utilizing as many common parts as possible, there will
naturally be somecompromises in the detailing. Straight at of the box none othesefour versionswill be 100%

right; all modeling requires some forms of compromiseéHowever, none of them will be 100%wrong either, and

each of the four variants will beappropriate for several prototype carsthat were built and used in large

numbers beforeand after World War 1.
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versions of thefour basemodels and how theymight OOAAE OP ACAET 0O ' AAOOAEI 60 A
first installm ent will focus on the 1300series kits, with the others coming in future posts.
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http://www.accurail.com/accurail/index.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1300.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1400.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1700.htm
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/1800.htm

THE 1300-SERIES KITS
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This is thebase line model ér the series. Out of the box the 1300should be the most usefulersion of the four

kits for the largest group of modelers, since thegepresentsa moderntechnology, OET OO0 AT gAAd@r OEAO
the longest period of time. With a steel roof (Murphy or Hutchins, not Chicagoleveland), larg fishbelly center
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built or rebuilt between 1914 and 1929Many of these carsan in revenue service into the 1950sand as MO-W

cars well into the 1970s4 EA AAOEA AAO AAOECT EO Aothirk ofthis &s stricllyxan 91 OE
Easternregion car.

Accurail hasannounced thirteenpaint schemesfor the initial run of the 1300-serieskits. #1300 will be

undecorated, while #1398 will be pre-painted mineral red with dimensional data, and #1399 will be oxide red
with dimensional data. Ten other cars will come full decorated.

1301: NEW YORK CENTRAL

A NYC short boxcar built ttheir new standard by Ryan Car Co., 1922.
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Sincethe 1300-series models are the baseline for this kit serieand are based on a New York Centrairototype,
we might as well start here. The NY®8uilt around 8,400 new boxcars to this general design betweet®14 and
1917. They also reéouilt close to another 25,000 cars to this basiconfiguration. The NYC&HR began developing
steel components for their basic boxcars earlin the 20t Century: by 1909,Hutchins roofs, corrugated steel
ends, and steel underframe were standard elements for all NYC Lines boxcars.

AGEI O AU OEA .9#80 %AOO " O/

YT 1T AOA pwpch OEA . 9#80 %AOO " OAMYCEHRADFLGS. TOECarB&heA OET O
standard for all future shortboxcars on the NYC, which began rebuilding as maaf/their older cars

i OADOAOAT OAA A-geries Kitd) Bs(pdsgibled Dy aghewrboxcars were also built to this design,

starting with lot 309-B (CCC&StL 540085499). The New York Central stopped ordering nevbuilt short

boxcarsin 1917. Their car rebuilding program started in 1910, pausd for the USRA years, and then started

again between1922 and 1929. Bythe end of the rebuilding programthe New York Central had rebuilt 15,000 to

20,000 of their freight cars to match NYC&HR 100145, including plain and automobile boxcars. They had also
OAAOGEI O OAOAOAI OET OOGATA T1AAO AAOO xEOE OOOAAKRIEED 00
1800-series kits).
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obsolescenceA few of theseshort boxcars soldieled on in maintenance of wayservice for several more decades,

with the last of them finally being scrapped in the late 1970s (under Conrail!).
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1302: NICKEL PLATE ROAD
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From 1881 to early 1916, the Nickel Plate Road was part of the NYC Lines. Most of their equipment of that
period (and generally up to theformation of the Van Sweringerera AMC in 1929)was built to standard NYC
designs. That included 1,000 boxcars ordered just before the NYC sold off the NKP. These cars, along with
another 750 identical boxcarsacquired when the NKP bought the Lake Erie & Westein 1922, became the
standard NKP generalservice boxcar well through the 1930s. The last of the revenue cars were retired in 1950,
but the cars were too useful to scrap: the NKP converted 35 of them intddL. rider cars in the 1930s, another

57 into cabooses during WWII, andept over 200 around for M.OW. service. The cabooses were retired by the
N&W in the mid-1970s, and the last of the MOW camsere retired by the early 1980s.

One basic car, many faces: a formég&Wcarin OE A . + 01835 standavddoxcar paint scheme, a 194&built caboose
in N&W service in the 1970s,firefighting service andilOW bunk car. All Photos J. Anthony Koester collection.
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1303: MISSOURI PACIFIC
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In the list of initial Accurail releases, there are two paint schemes that can be classified as stanst MP and

S&A. To be fair, both railroads did have boxcars that wegenerally similar to the base modeland which share

the same grossletailing similarities (the ends, roof and underframe are all related designs)Of these two the

MP cars are actually pretty close to the NYC cars dimensionally, and only differ in some details, mainly the fascia
along the roof.

The Missouri Pacific had a large and varied boxcar flegtrough the 1960s, and short boxcars made up an

important part of that mix. The road had several styles agfhort boxcars including modernones built in the mid-

1920s. Cars 120000120849 were built in 1926, cars 120850121149 in 1927, and 121150121749 in 1928.

4EA EEOOO Ox1 ¢cOI Obdutsitlednddny@ifered iA thélr steeljedds:dhe 1200003 having

7/7 inward ends and the 120850s having early Dreadnaught. The 121150s were a foot longer but otherwise

similar. So in general, the new AccdkE1 AT gAAO AAT OADPOAOGAT O AOI OT A wyb 1 4
fleet. They best represent the 120004L.20849s, which is good news for modelers in general: of the three car

types, they stuck around the longest, with 700 cars in 1945, 406 in 1950, aB84 cars in 1959 (still 1% of the
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1304: CANADIAN PACIFIC
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John Nehrich collection

Canadian railroads were generally known for their hug@mumbers of short Dominion (or Fowler) single

sheathed boxcars, but they were still building doule sheathed cars well into the 1920s. Someone in the
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some time between 1924 and 1926, they bought 1,300 almost identical copies of the NYC short boxtesign.
Cars215000¢ p o c ww xAOA T AOAO A 1 AOCA bPT OOEITT 1T &£ OEA #0080
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thesemodelswill match a Canadian prototype car and are availabl@hese CP boxcarkasted along time: 1,041
were still on the roster in 1945. Their numbers shrank rapidly after that, but sevenof thesecarswere still listed
in the 1959 ORER. #\with any Canadian boxcar, remember to add stirrups tihe end ladders.

1305: LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE
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For some odd reason the Louisville & Nashville, one of the largesilroads in North America, tends to be
overlooked by modelerss 4 EAO08 O A OA A it hadavariedfreighi rbs@E ranfadtBrough the South
and into the Midwest, hauled evey commaodity imaginable, and had very attractive steam fleet. Thankfully,
this new Accurailmodelwill go a long way towards introducing modelers to L&N freight equipment, since
model #1305 does agoodjob representing a very important car on their roster.

The L&N bought 3,000 boxcars in 1921 that were essentially clones of the NYC design. Cars &83® were

built by ACF, while cars 1000011999 were built by Mt. Vernon.Due to a combination of generahge and wear,
OEAOA ohmnmm AAOO ETEOEAI T U OAPOAOGAT OAA AOI OT A pchb |1 FE
almost 19% of the roster. Unfortunately, the general economic recessions of the late 1940s, coupled with the

looming K brake ban ¢ 1954 spelled the end for these cars. The January 1955 ORER only shows one car,

number 8769, still on the roster.

1306: BOSTON & ALBANY
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